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WHEN ROBOTNIK FIRST ROSE TO POWER, 
ONLY THE BRAVEST STOOD AGAINST | 
HIS TYRANNICAL RULE. THUS, THE 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS WERE FORMED 
{ TO DEFEND AND INSPIRE THOSE AROUND THEM. 


UNTIL... 
THE FATEFUL DAY WHEN THEY 
WERE BETRAYED BY ONE OF THEIR OWN! 


THE ORIGINAL 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
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So NS 
SOMETIMES, HOWEVER, THE MOST IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION CANNOT BE LEARNED FROM BOOKS. IT 
7 MUST BE FELT. IT MUST BE TOLD... BY SOMEONE 
WHO CARES ABOUT THOSE INVOLVED -- 


--NOT JUST THE $0 WITH THE LAKE OFRINGS AS THE BACKDROP, I LATER 
INFORMATION LEARNED SONIC TOLD HOPE HOW HE FELT ABOUT COL. STRIPE 
ITSELF. AND THE ORIGINAL FREEPOM FIGHTERS-- 


--AND HOW THEY HAD 
FALLEN... BETRAYED BY 
ONE FROM WITHIN. 
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WOW! THAT'S SO 
BEAUTIFUL! 


ROMY CHACON writer ART MAWHINNEY penciler 
JIM AMASH inker JEFF POWELL letterer 
J¢A RAYcolorists MIKE PELLERITO editor 
VICTOR GORELICK RICHARD GOLDWATER 

managing editor editor-in-chief 


THANKS. I GOTTA 
TAKE THIS TO ROTOR. 
WATCH THE LAKE FOR 
ME UNTIL I GET BACKZ. 
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HOPE HE DOESN'T 
TAKE TOO LONG. I'VE 
GOTTA 0O SOME STUFF 

LATER 


EST 
L STAY. 
L TRICKY! 


$0 THE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS WERE DOING 
MORE THAN ENOUGH 
10 GET ROBOTMIK'S 
ATTENTION. 


COL. STRIPE , 
SORRY TO INTERRUPT-- i 


PRINCESS, YOU ARE GETTING 
TO BE SO BIG, YOW’LL HAYE TO 
BOUNCE ME ON YOUR KNEE 
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT. 


I KNOW, 
UT 1M" JESTING" BACK. 
THAT'S QUITE 
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J BEGGING i 

mY your PARDON, Pa Fares 
LADIES, ANO YOUR WERE JUST 
HIGHNESS. _A LEAVING. 


(is Y you're 
OKAY. SLIPPING, 
PECKERS, 


wy 


Te. wore From i ge 
THE MISSION TEAM. LA g 
WE FOUND OuT WHERE ) NAS Yaa. F 
ROBOTNIK EXILED | 
. OF COURSE, 
PRINCESS, YOU 


THE KING TO. 
5 KNOW T AM SWORN 
TO SAVE HIM IF 
1 CAN. 


SORRY, I 
DID NOT THINK 
THEY WERE WITHIN 

EARSHOT. 


—~ 
Li J D-DADDY.,.2 
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"THEY PLANNED 10 GETIN 
UNDETECTED, FIND THE 
DOORWAY AND FREE THE 
KING FROM THE VOID." 


“THE OUTSIDE LOOKED 
NOTHING LIKE THE OLD 
ACORN'S CASTLE, HOWEVER, 
THE INTERIOR'S INFRA- 
STRUCTURE HAD NOT 
CHANGED AS DRASTICALLY." 


"THEY GOT IN 
THROUGH A 

<) VENTILATION 
: SHAFT." 
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BECAUSE 
OR.ROBOTNIK GAVE 
ME... POWER AND 
CONTROL , BESIDES, 


I'M A SNAKE. IT'S 
TOTALLY WITHIN MY 
NATURE, 


SECOND, T MUST SAY, 


\ \ plese : ZS) \ 
Le = res 
S& YOU WERE STARTING 10 


FIRST, : 
ADDRESS ME AS BECOME A REAL THORN 


Eie) 
WANTED | oe 
HERE 7 

ME TEST 


ue THIRD, I'VE MADE 


: an ole oe 


TRUE, BUT HOW COULD I 
TRUST YOU? YOU DID TUST 
al YOU WERE A SNAKE. 
ATURE AND ALL THAT, 
AEM EMBER? 


BESIDES, MY 
, FIRST OOH SIZED 
WI ROBOTICIZER 
WILL KER yOu 
TOGETHER 
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"AND THE ORIGINAL FREEDOM 
Wi UCKED 


"OF COURSE, WE \\C cOmmano you 
LEARNED THIS ALL 
YEARS LATER” | 


T 10 HIS 
MEMORY WHEN HE WAS STILL 
ROBOTICIZED.” 


UCK 10 BREAK OuT OF 
Wl ROBOTNIK'S PROGRAMMING. — | 
Vi OAT THE TIMEALL THESE DETAILS 
WERE HIDDEN." 


|| 


il "ALL WE KNEW i 
LW was THAT ove. 
gl THEY WERE GON 


ONE: 
JOE VE MT 
——— | | | 


ER SERVICE 
iG OF HEROES." | 
(KEEN 


Y, 


DIDN'T KNOW WHAT 
TO DO, EVEN WITH 
EVERYBODY THERE LT 

FELT VERY ALONE 


att VE 7. 
WOULDN'T BE LATER THERE wag THIS 


ALONE FOR IDEA, IT WASN'T A BAD IDEA As 
2 EA WOULD LIVE OW... THROUGH US.* 4 = 
a < 

> = ‘om the also classic SONIC SUPER SPECIAL #5 


HISTORY...? THAT 
REMINDS ME, I HAVE TO 
WRITE THIS PAPER FOR 
SCHOOL TOMORROW, 

GOTTA GO, BYE,,, AND 
THANKS. 


AS GO. THE FREEDOM FighTees )= = 


mse B CONCLUSION, COL. STRIPE 
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/ HOPE NERY WELL 


( DONE, YOu MusTNE 
\ WORKED Vee’ HARD 


DON HAVE A 
NOT READINGS! GOOD WEEKEND, 
J MRS. STRIPE, 
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Nl SEE L487 /: 
NW FOR DETAILS! 


ACTUALLY, | DION'T HAVE 
ANY CHOICE AT ALL. 
NOT ON TODAY OF ALL 
DAYS... 


STILL SEEMS 
LIKE ONLY 
YESTERDAY -- 


GATHER 'ROUNO NOW FOR THE MOS 
POIGNANT CHAPTER IN THE LIFE OF 
EVERYONE'S FAVORITE ECHIONA BY 


a KEN PENDERS - SCRIPT, ART & 

7 LETTERING 
)-. g- | JASON JENSEN - COLORIST 
ie 


a 
ET ANN 


" -- WHEN | TRAVELED WITH ARCHIMEDES BACK TO 
THE SITE WHERE ANGEL /SLAND CAME FROM..." 
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M'BOY, I'M 
GOING TO MISS 
YOU TERRIBLY, AS 
I'VE TRULY ENJOYED 
YOUR COMPANY 
THESE PAST FEW 


ATH Ak. 
OARED TO 
DREAM! MAYBE 
YOU SHOULD AS 
WELL! 


AND 
NOW | WISH TO 
RETURN TO MY 
ANCESTRAL 
GROUNDS! 


FAIR SHARE 
OF ECAHIONAS 
WHO LONG 


J UNDERSTAND 
THAT B17 
EITHER! y, 


IMAGINE LIVING 
ANYWHERE BUT 


OlO YOu 
OR_ DID YOU NOT SAY 
THE GUAROIANSH/P 
sine eee WITH 


THAT YOU 
WOULON'T WANT 


IF_YOU 
ADHERE TO THAT 
DECISION, YOU'D 


/ NOTHING'S 
EVER COME EASY 
BEFORE, ARCHI -- 


-- | COULON'T 


/ g : apr Ko) 
A 
"| JUST STOOD THERE, 
NUMB WITH A SENSE OF : 
2085, AND WONDERING IF 
"'0 EVER SEE HIM AGAIN..." ie 


MOM. 
BOY, IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE, HASN'T 
IT? y 


IT's your \ 
FATHER, } 
HONEY! x 


SOUNDS LIKE 


TO M/SS YOu, 
ARCHI! * 


I'LL ALWAYS 
BE WITH YOu, 
KNUCKLES! 


* ARCH/ NS PRONOUNCED "AR-KEy" 
WHEREAS THE FORMAL VERSION |S 
PRONOUNCED "AR-KHA-ME-OEES." 


MOM, WHAT'S 
WRONG? WHA 
IS 1T? 


HE'S NOT -- 
DOING TOO 


"MOM COULDN'T BRING HERSELF 
TO ACTUALLY SAY WHAT WAS UP 
WITH DAD, SO WYNMACHER? 

[ [too CHARGE AT THAT POINT..." 


| THINK IT BEST {yy 
FOR ALL CONCERNED 


Own! CABLES! 


WHERE 
TO, YOUR 
LOROSHIP? 


TO PUT IT AS GENTLY AS POSSIBLE, 
SON, YOUR FATHER HASN'T BEEN 
FEELING WELL IN SOME TIME --" 


BUT DAD WAS 
DOING GREAT 
WHEN | 4457— 
SAW HIM! 


SO YOURE THE GUARDIAN! YOUR 
FATHER MUST BE VERY PROUD! 
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-- BUT I'D 
a fe HEAR 


WE HAVE 7WO OPTIONS -- ONE: WE 
CAN KEEP RUNNING TESTS IN THE 
HOPE SOMETHING TURNS UP -- 
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"SINCE DAD 
WASN'T CLEARLY 
OF SOUND MIND 
AT THE TIME, AS 
HIS CLOSEST 
RELATIVE, THE 
DOCS TURNED 
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os re MY "SO | HAD TO t oY 
NaN MAKE THE CALL."|' oT 


"IT SEEMED LIKE 


A LIFETIME AGO 
WHEN THE DOCTOR? 
CAME TO GIVE HIS 
PROGNOSIS..." 


YOUR 
FATHER HAS A 
CARCINOGENIC 
PANCREAS. 


BUT THERE ARE 
NO GUARANTEES 
OF EVEN THAT! 


HIM MAKING 

IT TO ASCEWS/CW 
QAY* WOULD BE 

ABOUT THE BEST 
ONE COULO HOPE 
FOR! 


*“ECHIONA HOLIDAY 
COMMEMORATING WHEN 
ANGEL (SLANO WENT 

SKYBORN ANO AVERTED 
CERTAIN DESTRUCTION. 


"SO DAD HAD MAY GE NM/NE 
MONTHS AT MOST, ANDO 
THAT WAS ONLY A BEST 
CASE SCENARIO!" 


WE SURMISE YOUR 
FATHER _WAS AT SOME 
POINT EXPOSED TO A 

TOXIC SUBSTANCE 
WE DON'T KNOW MUCH 
I~ ABOUT! 4 


/ LOCKE 
SHOULD AWAKEWV 
IN A COUPLE OF 
HOURS. AFTER 
THAT, IT SHOULD 
BE ALL RIGHT! 


IF THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
YOU NEED 
IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
JUST TELL 
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IN_THE 
MOOO FOR SOME 
COMPANY? 


SAVE AREY 
* a ie i \ 7 a J " 
La OG \ WS £% 
is f ; eC \ 
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O | 
"LL LEAWE 
YOU WITH YOUR 
| ' FATHER, SON! 
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YW Awe 


THE 
SOUL 7 
BONDED US 
TILL DEATH DO 
WE PAI 


OUCH Ae 

4 sah 
Cian Way , 
A\ 4 A\ ’ Q yy 
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| WAS TH 


I'VE ALWAYS AZ 
LOVEO YOu, 
») LARA-LE! 


THAT (STAKE GAY 
i v 
E OH | KNOW 
TIMES SINCE YES, IT THE SCORE, 
Is! LARA -- 


IT ISN'T 
NECESSARY! 


-- ANDO | HAVE SO 
LITTLE TIME AND SO 
INUCA TO SAY -- ! 


Gp 
| WISH WITH ALL 
ny SON, W CONT EVEN MY HEART | HAD 
KNOW WHERE TO OONE THINGS " 
BEGIN! OIF FERENTLY:! 


Ss. 


NG, 
{aes 
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TO HAVE FA/7TA -- THAT 
AURORA WOULD SHOW 
ME THE WAY! 


| ALWAYS 
THOUGHT YOU 

WERE THE 
BEST, CAD! } 


EVERYTHING 

TURNED OUT 

OKAY \N THE 
ENO! 
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im 4 
"LL WEVER FORGWE 
MYSELF FOR PLACING THE 
MANTLE OF G&“AROIAN ON 
YOU SO YOUNG! 


YOU'RE My 
DAD AND 
THAT'S ALL you 


THAT HAVE NO 
MATTERS! 0 \OEA -- | 


| LISTENED Ss 5 OUR DESTINY | THOUGHT 7HA7~ 
TO AVOUCE -- aon GREATER THAN AVY = maTTERED ABOVE 
FOLLOWED THE -- THAT WHO CAME SEFORE ALL ELSE -- 
TEACHINGS OF —_ ALL SAID YOU -- pt 
THOSE BEFORE YOU WERE 
ME -- MEANT TO 
BREAK THE 
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"SOONER THAN ANYONE 
HAD EXPECTED, DAD 
PASSED AWAY IN HIS 
SLEEP IN THE MIOOLE OF 
THE NIGHT ON THE SIXTy- 
FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR Jf 
3246. BOTH MOM AND | 
WERE AT HIS SIDE." 


"A PRIVATE CEREMONY 
WAS HELO THREE DAYS 
LATER ON A FRIDAY, 
WITH ONLY FAMILY AND 
CLOSE FRIENDS IN 
ATTENDANCE..." 


"| DION'T FINALLY CRY 
UNTIL HOURS LATER, 
WHEN | WAS ALONE --"| 
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